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Frequently Asked Questions 

DNA Testing: Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
At Lextox we offer DNA Paternity and Relationship Testing for family law and child protection cases. Below 
are answers to the most frequently asked questions we receive from clients about DNA testing, to help you 
with your next case. 
 
I’m unsure what test I require to fit the circumstances, what should I do? 
 

• In order to determine the best test, it is important to establish who is able to provide a sample. 
Then identify which relationships would provide the answer your client requires. 

• Talk to our Client Managers today who can advise you on the types of tests we offer and how they 
can be beneficial to you/your case – experts@lextox.co.uk or 029 2048 4141. 

 

What is the difference between a full and half siblingship test?  
 

• Full siblingship tests should be used when we know that the siblings share at least 1 parent. This 
will identify if the donors are FULL or HALF siblings. 

• Half siblingship tests should be used when we know that the siblings do not share 1 parent. This will 
identify if the donors are HALF siblings or UNRELATED.  

• Including a mother’s sample increases the likelihood of receiving a conclusive result by at least 13%. 
 

In siblingship cases why do we test the ‘common parent’? 
 

• Testing a mother (usually the common parent) will allow us to only compare the DNA from an 
unknown parent. This increases the likelihood of receiving a conclusive result. 

 
Why is the ethnicity of the donor important? 
 

• Different alleles are present within different ethnic groups. If we understand the ethnicity of the 
donor then we will have a more relevant statistical model for their analysis. 

 
Why do we need to know who has parental responsibility? 
 

• When someone other than the mother signs consent for a donor under the age of 16, we require 
evidence of parental responsibility in order to test a sample. This is a legal requirement.   

 
Why is a photo of the donor required? 
 

• An image of each donor being tested is a legal requirement to prove the identity of each donor. 
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Useful Terminology 

Get in Touch 

 
 
 
What is an avuncular test? 
 

• An avuncular test is used to determine between aunt/uncle and niece/nephew. 
 
Why do we ask for mother’s sample when testing paternity? 
 

• While the mother’s sample is not required for a paternity test, the percentage likelihood of 
receiving a conclusive result increases to 99.99% when testing the mother’s sample.  

 
Does Lextox offer prenatal testing? 
 

• We do! Lextox’s prenatal DNA testing provides an accurate and non-invasive way to determine 
prior to a child’s birth. 

• We are able to carry out testing once a mother has been confirmed as at least 8 weeks pregnant 
but is not carrying twins or triplets. 

• A mouth swab is collected from the alleged father and a blood sample from the arm of the mother. 
 
 
 

 
DNA testing brings with it a whole glossary of words, terms and phrases, which is why we have simplified 
and explained some frequently used terminology below to ensure that you have a clear understanding of 
our Analysis Results and Expert Reports. 
 
First degree relative – A first degree relative is a person’s parent, full sibling or child   
 
Second degree relative - An aunt, uncle, grandparent, grandchild, niece, nephew or half-siblingship 
 
Allele - Individual genes within a person’s genome 
 
Genome / Genotype – A genome is the total DNA that a person has, whereas the genotype is the specific 
regions being looked at.  
 
Locus - A specific location in the genome 
 
Likelihood Ratio (LR) - The probability that the donors are related in the manner being tested, this is 
converted into a percentage to help with interpreting the results. 
 
Parental Responsibility (PR) - Someone with legal guardianship of a donor aged under 16. This would be a 
mother or father (identified through a birth certificate) or the named individual on an ICO. 

 
 
 
 

Still have questions or looking for more information? Visit our website to find out more about our DNA 
testing services, or get in touch via an email to experts@lextox.co.uk or by calling 029 2048 4141.  
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